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SHOW ME THE
MONEY

BEHIND THE
BLOOMS

TRAINING - IT'S
FREE!

Find out how we are spending your levy
money and how we raise additional
funds.

The town centre is alive with colour at the
moment thanks to the greening project.
Take a look behind the scenes.

All levy payers are entitled to free
training.
Courses are available in September.

WELCOME
Welcome to the second term of the Penrith Business
Improvement District. Since April, we've had a busy
start to the new BID term. Our Volunteer Board of
Directors are now in place and working to build on
the success of the last five years.
We’ve already been in discussion with Highways
England to help reduce the impact on Penrith of the
upcoming A66 weekend closures, meeting with
District and Town Council representative to get our
town centre car parking working for visitors
and workers alike, and planning meetings with key
stakeholders with the aim of reducing traffic
congestion when events are held around the town.

To keep all the Penrith town centre businesses up to
date with our initiatives we will be sending out a
quarterly newsletter to town centre businesses.
In between, we will use social media, our websites
and some targeted emails to keep you up to date.
We hope you find this newsletter informative.
Please get in touch if you have ideas for future
articles you would like us to write.
Darren Broad, Chair

BEHIND THE BLOOMS
This year the greening project has been quite an
achievement. With soaring temperatures and threats of
hosepipe bans, it’s been a challenge to keep everything
blooming.
The journey always begins in September, when The Pot
Place sow the seeds which are then tended and
encouraged to germinate and grow over the Winter and
through into the Spring. By the time the longer Summer
days arrive in June the baskets and planters are ready to
take centre stage in the Town.
That’s when the BID rely on our maintenance contractors,
Phill's Window Cleaning. Phill and Robert have
responsibility for keeping Penrith Blooming.

In the early hours of the morning, they are out and about
watering the baskets and planters and making sure the
reservoirs in the baskets are full.
During the hot summer days, we’ve been using up to 8,000
litres of water each week. Last year we were using 2500l
per week average. With water costing £1.74 per cubic
metre, that’s having a considerable impact on the greening
budget.
If you know you would like a hanging basket next year,
and you would like a specific colour scheme, please let
us know now so we can get the right seeds planted to
suit your requirements.

DISCOVER PENRITH
We know it’s crucial to have a strong web presence for Penrith,
promoting the town as a whole. Working with the existing website
infrastructure we are redesigning certain pages to ensure they are
relevant and appealing to visitors.
A particular focus is to develop the business pages, so all levy
members have a web page which promotes their business and is
easy to find for Penrith visitors, without the need for you to be
constantly updating your SEO and boosting your google listings.
If you want to update your details on the business listings, please
email Philippa at admin@penrithbid.co.uk and she will help you
with the details.
We aim to have www.discoverpenrith.co.uk ready for its relaunch in
the Autumn.

FREE
TRAINING
Sign up now!
We offer a series of completely
free training courses for
members.

INTRODUCING YOUR NEW
BOARD
Your Volunteer Board of Directors

The certified courses are delivered
by local professional trainers and
are designed to help you improve
your business and stimulate
growth as well as cover any areas
you may feel are lacking or need a
refresh in your business.
The next round of training starts in
September:

Your new BID board is now in place, with some volunteer directors staying on
from the last board, as wells as new faces joining the team:
• Darren Broad – Chair (Argos)
• Simon Whalley – Vice Chair (Eden Valley Artistic Network)
• Stephen Clarke – Director (E-Ciggy)
• Dan Harding – Director (Foundry 34)
• Stephen Lindley – Director (Penrith Rotary)
• Tim Lorton - Director (Tattie Tim’s Baked Potatoes)
• Heidi Marshall – Director (Dodd & Co)
• Jacqui Taylor – Director (Eden Mencap)
• David Whipp – Director (DJKS Developments)

Your board
volunteered
100 hours
this month

The board have appointed a new BID
Administrator / Manager; Philippa Ball joins the
team as a self-employed contractor.
Working for two days a week, Philippa focuses on
the management of BID projects and the
administration of the board.
Philippa runs her own business, providing
strategic and operational business support to a
wide range of creative and commercial clients.
www.philippaball.co.uk

Food Safety
3rd September
Fire Safety
10th September
Emergency First
Aid at Work
17th September

To book your free places please
visit the website:
penrithbid.co.uk/training/

A FINANCIAL PERSPECTIVE
The new board took the decision to register Penrith BID as a VAT registered Limited Company. As a result, we will be able
to claim the VAT back on all invoices received. This will have a positive impact on the BID accounts, with a conservative
estimated impact of £25,000 to £30,000 over the five years.
In April we started a new financial year. We believe it is important to keep you up to date with how we are spending your
levy money. Eden District Council have continued to collect the BID levy on behalf of Penrith BID Company Ltd. and to
date just over £80,000 has been received. If you'd like to find out more, monthly financial updates, along with the board
meeting minutes, are published on the website.

Money we'll receive
£94,885.50 Levy Invoiced
£8,800 Greening Sponsorship
£6,000 Grant from Town
Council for Greening

How we've allocated it so far
£3,700 Admin & Office
£23,000 Greening
£1,000 Training
£10,500 Grants

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Beneath the Beacon – 28th July to 2nd September
Beneath the Beacon celebrates the people and places
that make this area special, starting with the
Automaton Alphabet and Trail around the Town.
Penrith Arts Festival – 30th August to 2nd
September
A collaboration of local, national and international
artists, encouraging creativity. For more detail see the
EVAN website www.edenvalleyartisticnetwork.co.uk

Winter Droving - 27th October
Join the Herd for a spectacular celebration of
winter and Penrith’s agricultural heritage.
Christmas Lights
BID will be organising the Town Centre
decorations to bring some festive cheer to the
Christmas season.

KEEPING IN TOUCH
Visit www.penrithbid.co.uk for all your BID related information, including latest initiatives, dates of free
training and meeting minutes and resources.
Follow us on Facebook: Penrith Business Improvement District @penrithbid for Business Owners.
Visit www.discoverpenrith.co.uk to find out all about our town, including business listings, local visitor
attractions and what’ on in Penrith. Find us on Facebook at Discover Penrith @penrithcumbria
We’d love to hear your news about how the BID has benefited your business. Please email
admin@penrithbid.co.uk to share your stories.

